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sketches and  jokes.    He was unsurpassed as a
punster.

" He displayed an interest in my music that both
pleased and flattered me. He looked forward
eagerly to my A minor quartet, my last composition
at the musical academy, and when I had completed
it and showed him the score, he seated himself at
once at the piano and played through the whole
quartet from beginning to end without previously
having had an opportunity of glancing at the music.
And how he played it ! "

Busoni's interest in Sibelius' music was not of a
transient kind nor dictated by a desire to make
himself popular in the place, where his work
happened to lie for the time being. It grew as
time went by. It was only after 1900, when
Busoni started the famous series of orchestral
concerts in Berlin that were to mean so much to
the success of modern music, that Sibelius realised
how strong the bonds of friendship were for the
world-famous musician, too, that had been estab-
lished between the two young men in Helsingfors.

" Busoni's friendship/' Sibelius testifies grate-
fully, " was in general of the kind that expresses
itself more in deeds than in words. We often met
later, on the last occasion in 1921 at a concert in
London, where he played his ' Indian Fantasy ' and
I conducted my fourth symphony. Busoni's
premature death in 1924 was a heavy blow to

me."